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UNORGANIZED SECTOR OF RETATLING & RURAL WOMEN EMPOWERNMEMNT

Mur, Rajesh V. Sheteaolar
Assistant Professor,
NS College of Arts and Commerce, Zuarinagar. Goan

Introduction

There is increasing realization that if the nation wants to build a successful cconomy. there is need of wamen
participation in economic activities. According to the UNDP report 67 per cent work in the world is donc by swomen.
only 10 per cent of global income is carned by women and mere one per cent of global property is owned by them
Retailing accounts for nearly 14 per cent of India’s GDP and is essentially owner manned sniall shops. The typical Tndian
retail shops are very small. According to the estimates over 14 million outlets operate in the country and only 4% of them
being larger than 500 sq U (46 m°) in size. This scctor has created direct and indircct employment contributing
significantly for women empowerment.

Objective of the Study

» To understand the concept of economic empowerment of women and different frame works involved in
measuring it.

To analyze the importance of unorganized retail sector in bringing women emposverment

To find out the constraints and problems faced by the women entrepreneur for their cinpowerment

To offer suggestions for enhancing the women empowerent based oo the findings of the study.

Y VW W

Sample Design

The data has been collected from North Goa district and South Goa district. 200 retail outlets operated and managed by
women were selected for the study.

Methedology

The research is carried out using simple random sampling. The samples were selected [rom different groups on the basis
of simple random sampling without any personal bias. With the aim ol obtaining accurate quantitative information. a
questionnaire was prepared for a sum of 200 respondents. The questionnaire was translated to Konkani and explained to
the respondents for easy understanding and better feedback. The data collected from the beneficiaries arc scored.
tabulated and analyzed by using statistical tools such as percentage and ratio-proportion.

Limitation of the Study

> Only those women entrepreneurs in unorganized sector were selected who have completed five years of their
retail business.
»  The respondent were selected from the rural area only.

Review of Literature

Khandekar (1998) finds a positive relationship between 56 women’s education and labour force participation in
Bangladesh. His study finds that the husband’s education is likely to reduce his wife’s labour force participation rate
because of the positive wealth effects of potential earnings.

Muhammad (2009) attempted to understand the nature and extent of the corporate success of Grameen Banks and Micro
credit enterprises and its claim aboul poverty reduction and women empowerment. He reviews the success of the
Grameen Bank Model how it has crowned as a panacea for poverty eradication and empowerment of women,

Sriram (2010) in his article titled “Microfinance: a Fairy tale turns into a nightmare™ mentioned that it was inevitable that
the commercial model of microfinance in India, with its minimalist and standardized model of lending. would grow into
a bubble and run into trouble. Many microfinance commercial organizations have entered the market }n scarch of profits
and are competing to lend to the poor.

Gollu et al (2011) obscrved that women’s cconomic cmpowerment requires her to have both the ability to succced and
advance economically, and the power to make and act on economic decisions. Having power and agency to benefit from

CCO;lomlC activities requires that women have the ability to make and act on decisions, as well as to control resources and
profits.
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Tablez Z

Chonge m ncome per Mamt

SzNo Ipcrmefiy Ky) Number of Bespondents | Percentuge
2 Z000-10001) 93 | +5 31
3 LOIRO-Z600( 74 ] 37
L Z0000 - 25000 25 1 L1530
6 | More thsn 23000 10 | 3
l | Tatal 240 | 160

Source: Primory date

The regrt m Table Noo 2 provide very enconmaging fact about the change in the level of income of women anrsprar
he meome enrmms capaciy [os diongs sanificantly after establishment of remil busmess. The 46 50 per cent of @
zarepreznenr hove registersd moresse mmeome between Bs 2000 to Rs. [0000 and 37

per cenf e reys

Shenee m megme baween R 100GO tg Bs. 20000

2z F B ol Qoaareyes e S T o ok oo ~ "
_.5«‘ iz & Amral QAVELE @d Vaige L:,‘ E’«.!Mulz)[d assexs: The amouant saved by women eatrepreneur Is }-X:L\‘A_Jlﬂ I
IS [mportant (2 meet the uncertinty. providing financial security. improving standards of [iving etc.

Table:3
Amount of Annual Saving

[ s 2 rorrnt oF S - -
! 1;_‘.} bt £ Numper of Respondents Percentage ‘
i Nl :
!’ 2 LOOOO-20000 [:)§ l i —11‘—
| 3 20000-30000 e 53230
| 4 30000-L001)0) 62 31
3 L0000-30000 1'9 35
[ 6 Mare than 30000 : 2 g;
‘ Tot: - 1
Source Primary datc = 200 w0 |
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Fabile: 4

o - ) - Value of Houschold Assets
Sr.no | Value of House Hold Assets Na, of Hespondent [ Percont
I R 10009 ; ) 16 { 7
21000020000 % i

3 20000-30000 h 15 1750
R 777 7T I /NS W

5 10000-50000 | 74 | a7

6 S50000 | g0 T 3

Taotal . Tﬁ-_ ) | 16 T

Source; Primary data

The value of houschold asset has increased substantially, The analysis revesls the facts thet % pe
assets of < Rs. 10000, 26 per cent of women's have the assets of Rs, 10000 — Rs. 20000, 17.50 of
of Rs.20000 — Rs.30000. The analysis makes it very clear that there is substaniia] increase m ¢

WACTE25C 10 &
womien as 37 per cent possessed houschold asset more than Rs. 40000

Section 1T

Social Empowerment

ﬂle cconomic empowerment provides greater role for women in family 2n
judged from collective factors such as her power in decision meking s
participation in social activitics etc. The table below shows the znalyses o

cnipowerment.
Tahle: 3
Variables Significantly Marginally | Not Chenge At | Cam't Sev Tzl
Changed Changed 2] §

Self Confidence & Self 142 28 22 | 0% 2400
Esteemed (71) (14) (11) | @) (10
Participation in Decision 50 120 24 ! 06 2663
Making (25) 60) (12) l 03 ) (10

Participation in Social 35 129 : 23 | 1 T
Activities (17.5) (64.5) | (12.3) I (3.3) 1060

Source: Primary data #Figures in the bracket shows the percentage

The greater role in decision making allows the women to exercise her power in
study shows that 12 per cent believed that their position in decision making hzve not ch

-

that even if it is changed it has change marginaliy. The women cannol o€ £mpos
confidence and self-esteemed. The self-confidence helps the women 10 OVETCOmE
The increased economic prosperity must ensure boost in their self-confidence. Tke
cent of women believe that their self-confidence and self-esteemed have increased

economic activity. The study shows that participation in social activities has change marginal as they have 1o natt 2
their family decision in participating in social activities.
Mujor Constraints of Women Empowerment
The women encounter number of problems in their say of empowerment. It was felt nocessary to invesugate the mmm
causes which come in way of empowerment
Table: 6
Constraints of Women Empowerment

Sr. No | Constraints No of Respondent | Percent

1. Lack of Self Confidence 16 ‘ 3

2 Family Encouragement 32 1o

3 Attitude of the Society ‘ 18 Q |

4 Lack of skill | 43 ‘ 2230 ;

3 Lack of Financial Resources | 95 ‘ 47.30

6 Lack of Exposure i 12 6 '

| Total | 200 100 ‘

Source: Primary data
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The above table reveals the fact cent of women are of the opinion that la sisan
problem. The 22.30 per cent considered lack of skill, 16 per cent considered lack of famuly encouragemen P
t‘en.zx'ca that lack of exposure and no risk beanng capacity while § believed that lack of ¢ nfidence as a major | urdle
their cmpowerment. o
Suggestions
[P o . R 3 N s . .
¢ Measurcs should be taken to spread awareness and provide the informaton Ior women empowerment. The

information center can be set up in village school. health center. panchayat. aganwadi eic.

¢ The danking procedure must be simplified to have easy access 10 cradit. The banks should tak
initative 10 develop the skill. training and support to start the enterprises by the women

e The t_e:hmcal training should be extended to the women's. The training can be imparted through NGO.
associauons and social organizauon.

e The gnevance of the women should be carefullv handled and action must take agumnst those who make
complication in the government department.

e There should be identification and innovation of high income gencrating activities suitable for women’s

more efforts and

)

Conclusion

sSrm2

The study clearly shows that the retail business has impertant role in the SCONOMIC SMIPOWE!
retailing has lead to increase 1n income, saving and assets of poor Women » hich in turn have ra

and help in alleviating the poverty. The offort should be made 10 empowsr e women soctally a 3 12
are potent force to reckon with the nauon building process. The succsss of nation will be really recognized 1T we are 1ole
1o cmpower the women in all respects and bring them in main streams of development. We can look forward lowards
women entreprencur o achieve this goal. The future of nauion will be decided as how far we can achive the
empowennent of wonen since no nation cati march forward if the women are left behind.
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